
That time of year is upon 

us: the time when the 

leaves start thinking about 

turning, when the air gets 

crisper, and when the 

Writing Center hires new 

tutors.  Every fall, the 

Writing 

Center ac-

cepts appli-

cations for 

new tutors 

to begin 

tutoring the 

next aca-

demic year. 

     Applica-

tions are 

available at 

the Writing 

Center, 

where they 

are posted 

just outside 

the door.  

The appli-

cation includes various 

questions, two letters of 

faculty recommendation, 

a transcript (tutors are 

required to keep a 3.0 

GPA), and a writing sam-

ple.  Then current tutors 

and the director interview 

all applicants.  This year 

the application is due on 

Friday, November 7, 

2008.  Interviews are con-

ducted, first with current 

tutors, and then with ad-

ministrators Rachel 

McCarthy James and 

Dean Alison Ridley after 

the application is re-

ceived.  Applicants will 

be informed if theyôve 

been hired during Thanks-

giving . 

     The Writing Center 

only accepts applications 

in the fall since we re-

quire a 2-credit training 

class that new tutors take 

in the spring.  The class 

gives new tutors an op-

portunity to learn about 

writing center theory, 

tutoring strategies, and 

get to know each other.  

Since new tutors are also 

required to observe ses-

sions, they have the op-

portunity to get to know 

the current 

tutors and 

also get 

used to the 

environ-

ment and 

how the 

theory they 

learn in the 

classroom 

is applied 

in day-to-

day ses-

sions.    

     Tutors 

return to 

campus 

early in 

the fall 

and take part in a training 

orientation.  Apart from 

tutoring papers, tutors 

also assist with basic 

administrative duties in 

the Writing Center.  Tu-

tors also run the Writing 

Center website, contrib-

ute to the Center for 

The Writing Center is Hiring!!!  
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     What is a ñhandò exactly?  No, I donôt 

mean lending one, I mean how is it used 

for measurement?  Our campus is highly 

concentrated with equestrians, and itôs 

common place for lunchtime conversation 

to include something similar to, ñwell my 

horse is a warmblood, so heôs pretty big.  

Like 16 hands tall.ò  Now if you donôt 

ride or spend any time around horses, 

youôre probably wondered what a ñhandò 

is. 

     A hand is a way of measuring a 

horseôs height, from the bottom of its feet 

to the highest point on its back; its with-

ers.  Today one hand is equal to 4 inches 

although it wasnôt always this way.  His-

tory has suggested that several thousand 

years ago, measuring a ñhandò was as 

fundamental as stacking oneôs clenched 

fists on top of each other.  Not surpris-

ingly, this was an incredibly inaccurate 

form of measurement. 

     The idea of using a ñhandò stemmed 

Math Measurements: The History of the Hand  

By: Megan Stolz ó09 

By: Tyne Hovda ó11 

Writing Center staff are all smiles about their job in the new 

CLE tutor lounge. 
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without them our ideas would roam the 

back alleys of our minds like feral tomcats, 

spraying aimlessly in an effort to assert 

their ñscholarly studlinessò, if you will. 

Perhaps you know that toms travel in feral 

communities. The stigma is that these toms 

are ñdirtyò, ñhave fleasò, are ñaddicted to 

methamphetamineò, etc. - that they are 

somehow of lesser worth than highfalutin 

house cats. In truth, they are simply wait-

ing for the right middle-aged woman to 

rescue them. Yes, your mind is a feral 

community of unneutered toms and your 

thesis is that same middle-aged woman. 

And sheôs probably at lot sassier than you 

might guess at first glance! You donôt 

know her, so donôt judge her. And yes, just 

as the ancient Greeks intended when they 

paused their orgy to invent the word thesis, 

you must pause to claim your position, to 

make your thesis your own.  It is your 

chance to assert yourself as a blossoming 

Hey Chelsea, why do we need thesis 

statements? ð Wanda 

Wikipedia explains that the word thesis 

is Greek for position. Although its le-

gitimacy is oft-contended, Wikipedia 

has once again provided us with a sta-

ble (thoô treacherous and splintery) 

springboard! According to Wikipedia, 

the German equivalent of a thesis is 

abschlussarbeit. Is this true? Weôll 

never know. But, Wanda, what I do 

know is that your thesis is your oppor-

tunity to channel your creative energy. 

We need thesis statements because 

scholar! It is what you have concluded at 

long last after hours spent half-listening 

to your professors in class, after skim-

ming the nightly readings whilst watch-

ing Law and Order SVU with people who 

are acquaintances but not quite friends. 

Much like rapper/actor Ice T attacks the 

wily sex offender in his role as Detective 

Odafin Tutuola on SVU, you must ap-

proach the assignment with comparable 

tenacity. You should care about your 

thesis, even see it as a part of yourself. If 

you can learn to cherish the thesis, see it 

as a creative challenge, all of your ducks 

will fall into a row, and you will be em-

powered as a writer. 
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How does math relate to my major? 
Math and Music: An interview with Barbara Mackin  

CENTER FOR LEARNING EXCELLENCE NEWSLETTER 

Chelsea van der Mije is a junior tutor 

and a Libra.  She enjoys long walks on 

curving mountain roads and animal 

print.  If you have a question for Chelsea 

regarding anything writing related or 

life related, please email your question 

to thewritingcenter@hollins.edu. 

Most people donôt even think that music 

has anything to do with math. What kind 

aspects of music theory entail math? 

To fully answer this questions I would 

have to write a book, a really big 

book!  The first connection between mu-

sic and math was made 

way back in ancient Gre-

cian times by Pythagoras 

who discovered the rela-

tion of the length of 

string to pitch.  (Check 

out the Pythagorean 

Theorem.)  The overtone series is a fas-

cinating scientific/mathematical subject 

that explains the relations among 

pitches.  Manipulations of the overtone 

series has led to many different tuning 

systems, some quite different from the 

equal-tempered tuning system most 

prevalent today. 

Whatôs your favorite part of music the-

ory? 

This is tough question.  I like every-

thing about music theory.  I think that 

rudiments (musical arithmetic, really) is 

so important as a foundation for practi-

cal (playing) studies and further theo-

retical explorations; therefore, I 

love teaching rudiments be-

cause I know how 

valuable it is.  Fur-

ther studies in com-

mon-practice music 

-- harmony, espe-

cially chromatic 

harmony, counterpoint, form 

and analysis -- are just so 

interesting and so critical to learning 

music completely.  Then there's 

Schenkarian analysis where we basi-

cally evaluate the relation of every note 

to the central pitch (tonic).  And after 

we learn all of that, we toss it out the 

window and start exploring 20th- and 

21st-century music that is often even 

more mathematically based in a 

conscious and deliberate way, as 

part of its very creation.  So, in case 

you think I'm avoiding your ques-

tion, I think my favorite part of mu-

sic theory is teaching all of it! 

Are you also strong in math 

subjects other than music 

theory? 

I was always good in math. 

Although when I was in 

high school, math was not 

taught in individual sub-

jects like it is now.  We're 

talking slide rule days.  However, I 

think I can safely say that I am a 

strong math student.  

Professor Mackin teaches piano and 

music theory in the Music Depart-

ment at Hollins University. 

By: Fiona Zweib ó10 
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The Writing Center is going through 

some exciting changes this year! 

Change can be frightening, but itôs 

also exciting ï as reflected in our 

beautiful new space! If you havenôt 

seen the CLE since its redesign, you 

totes need to check it out. 

     Last year, we bade farewell to 

Marcy Trianosky, our director for 14 

years. Marcy is settling in at Spring 

Hill College in Mobile, AL, where 

she is juggling teaching duties and 

starting their Writing Center. During 

our search for a new permanent direc-

tor, I am running the day-to-day op-

erations of the Center. Alison Ridley, 

the Dean of Academic Affairs, is my 

supervisor. I make sure that things 

are running smoothly in the Writing 

Center and the Center for Learning 

Excellence in tandem with QR Center 

Director Phyllis Mellinger. 

     Jumping into a position of actual 

responsibility right after the Hollins 

Bubble has been tough. My morning 

commute is a drag, and I miss being 

able to go to class, work, and dinner 

in jeans from high school, a hoodie, 

and Crocs. But Iôm really excited 

about the projects weôre working on 

right now. We just launched a new 

initiative to increase efficiency and 

save paper by sending out all profes-

sor reports through e-mail. We hosted 

our CLE Open House on 10/14, invit-

ing the community into our space for 

desserts and fun. Iôm collaborating 

with some of the tutors for the 2009 

Southeastern Writing Center Associa-

tion Conference in February. On a 

personal note, I just began a new job 

tutoring with online writing lab 

Smarthinking, an exciting new exer-

cise for my pedagogy muscle, and 

Iôm working on applying to graduate 

school. Iôm living in a repurposed 

chicken coop up a mountain in Salem 

with my boyfriend Jason and our kit-

ties Thurgood and August West. 

     And, of course, Iôm trying to get 

as many fantastic Hollins women to 

apply to the Writing Center before 

our November 7 application deadline! 

I encourage all students who love to 

write to apply to the Writing Center, 

and apply again. Applying a second 

time after being rejected increases 

your chances of getting a position as 

a tutor. I was rejected when I applied 

to be a tutor as a first-year, but I ap-

plied again as a sophomore and found 

a career that I love.  
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Letter From the Coordinator  

Rachel McCarthy 
James ó08, 
Writing Center 
Interim  
Coordinator  

Math Humor!    Collected by: Jocelyn Bedow ó11, Wenti Du ó10, and Puja Shaman ó11 

 Taken from: http://www.grymonpre.com/math/chmath.htm, http://haha.nu/funny/funny-math/, and http://eby.cc/Pic/Pic1459.htm 

RMJ with kitten 

Thurgood 


